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1. Participate, contribute fully and work in teams made up of diverse disciplines to co-create and solve 
industry driven problems

2. Apply professional communication strategies and actively engage others in your product, process or 
idea to communicate ideas successfully

3. Apply human centred design and apply a broad range of problem solving tools to innovate and solve an 
industry driven problem

4. Demonstrate efficacy, adopt a can-do approach, be self-motivated, accountable and, work successfully in 
both independent and collective situations

5. Acquire and apply future-focused employment skills to industry and educational contexts

6. Use empathy to research, investigate and produce reasoned and critical responses



• Increase employability for 
students because they learn to 
work in interdisciplinary teams

• Co-create on a real world 
problems with Industry Partners

• Skills for innovation, problem-
solving, communication

• Learning to deal with uncertainty 
and to adapt in ambiguous 
contexts



How?
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Mechanical 
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How might we prevent quadbike incidents in the Waikato?

Habitat for Humanity wishes to improve the inward goods process/experience in their 
second-hand stores (ReStores).

Hamilton City Council wishes to encourage people to use alternate modes of transport 
that improves the wellbeing of Hamiltonians.

Equus Education wishes to globalise the three strands of their business: foal education, 
research and presentations.

How might Wintec engage / create long-term relationships with its Alumni?

Waikato Regional Council is looking to increase efficiency in monitoring processes to 
deliver on Waikato Regional Council outcomes.

How might we develop below ground technology (instrumentation) that transfers real 
time data without requiring onsite human interaction?
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.aesdes.org/2017/03/12/design-reviewprototype-rotary-candle-holder/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Student experience…
they value…
• the ‘realness’ of the 

learning, with industry

• that it demystifies 
employment 
expectations

• that it makes them feel 
valued and useful

• that they learn to 
network and 
communicate better

• They are excited to work 
with other disciplines





https://www.wintec.ac.nz/designfactory (Find us on the internet)

https://www.facebook.com/DesignFactoryNZ/ (Find us on Facebook)

Aidan.bigham@wintec.ac.nz
Elna.fourie@wintec.ac.nz

https://www.wintec.ac.nz/designfactory
mailto:Aidan.bigham@wintec.ac.nz
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