
Japanese textbooks, the New 
Zealand tertiary sector and a 
discourse-based approach to 

teaching: Old business as usual
Anthea Fester, PhD Keiko Umeda, PhD



Overview

•Motivation for the research
•Literature review
•Extracts of the textbook series
•Methodology
•Findings
•Conclusions



https://bookclub.japantimes.co.jp/jp/author/a144770.html



Literature Review:
Genre and text types

• Derewianka (1994) – six genres: recount, instruction, 
exposition/argument, narrative, report and explanation

• Bruce (2005) attempts to resolve this problem –
‘cognitive genres’ and ‘social genres’

• Crombie & Johnson (2009) – five + blended texts: 
recount, instruction, argument, explanation & 
classification
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Presentation Notes
genre – used to refer to the primary communicative purpose of a written text e.g., to instruct, to explain
different genres – salience of particular types of cognitive processes 
Derewianka (1994) – six genres: recount, instruction, exposition/argument, narrative, report and explanation




Literature Review: 
Discourse Relations

• Relations of meaning between propositions
• Crombie (1985a & b) and Kehler (2002)  - classify 

relations into three types based on cognitive processes:
comparison and contrast, cause and effect and 
temporal/ spatial
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Whaanga (2006) – classification based on study including te reo Māori texts



Literature Review: 
Grammar, Cohesion and Coherence

• a distinction between text and discourse
• coherent if it makes sense and cohesive if it includes 

cohesive devices
• Cohesive devices - Examples: anaphoric pronouns, 

ellipsis, substitution and repetition (Halliday & Hassan, 
1976)
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Presentation Notes
	In terms of grammar not a focus on discrete grammar points but a focus on the top down and bottom up – text meaning  to word level 
                   1) He went to the doctor. He was getting severe headache.
	2) He went to the doctor because he was getting severe headache.




Extracts: Genki 1: Lesson 3

(Genki 1, p. 7)



(Genki 1, pp. 84-85)



(Genki 1, pp. 86-87)
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Vocabulary cognitive overload



(Genki 1, pp. 88-89)
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Presentation Notes
Have to do copular verbs prior to this
Action verbs – 3 different types – difficult
Even though other lesson cover these verbs but too much on first intro in lesson 3, recycling is okay to develop later but still not enough, supplementary work used extensively.
At Uni total beginner often, 3 is too much, Also only two conversations with text to use for language elicitation near authentic but complex, 




(Genki 1, pp. 90-91)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some focus on meanings related to the verbs



(Genki 1, pp. 92-94)



(Genki 1, pp. 84-85)

New vocabulary items (nouns)

New Grammar 1 & 2
New vocabulary items (adjectives)

New Grammar 3 & 4
New Grammar 5
New Grammar 7
New Grammar 8
New expressions
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Example at Univ 12 teaching weeks, first week not much and final week assessments,
5 contact hours – three hours of lectures, one workshop (focus on listening from the workbook and the exercise in the workbook) and one tutorial (in small groups key focus in speaking mainly and some writing practice




Findings: Grammar and Vocabulary

• Seems to be cognitive overload - number of 
Vocabulary items per unit

• Although certain grammar structures are reviewed, 
but initial introduction appears to be dense and 
teacher concerned about the number



Textbook analysis: Overall findings

• Very little indication that authors have taken 
advantage of research related to discourse-based 
teaching

• Cognitive overload and over analysis of dialogue texts



Discourse Modes Numbers (out of 565)

Recounting 556

Instructing 5

Classifying 3

Discussing 1

Explaining -
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Not enough in terms of the range of genres,
Not much focus on the characteristic features of these discourse modes




Social genres/ text types Numbers

Dialogues 312

Short text & Essay 39

Letters, Emails, Postcards & Memo 20

Monologues 16

Diary 7

Map 2

Graph 2

Questionnaire 2

Notices 2

Name tag 1

Lyric 1
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Wide range overall but imbalance in the focus
Emphasis the fact that they are following  CLT approach…..
Dialogues a bit authentic but too complex





Findings: Discourse Relations and Cohesion
and Coherence

Initial findings:
• Mainly a focus from a grammatical discrete point 

perspective.
• There are a few indications – temporal sequencing, 

and the odd reason–result in one unit.



Conclusion

• Little evidence that learners are being introduced to 
these aspects of construction

• Range of social genres/ discourse modes limited
• Over analysis of dialogue texts
• Range of social genres  limited
• Coherence and cohesion largely neglected – only a 

focus on grammatical signalling or relations 



References
Banno, E., Ikeda, Y., Ohno, Y., Shinagawa, K., & Tokashiki, K. (2011). Genki I: An integrated 

course in elementary Japanese (2nd ed.). Tokyo, Japan: The Japan Times.
Banno, E., Ikeda, Y., Ohno, Y., Shinagawa, K., & Tokashiki, K. (2011). Genki II: An integrated  

course in elementary Japanese (2nd ed.). Tokyo, Japan: The Japan Times.
Bruce, I. (2005). Syllabus design for general EAP courses: A cognitive approach. Journal of 

English for Academic Purposes, 4(3), 239-256.
Crombie, W. (1985a). Discourse and language learning: A relational approach to syllabus 

design. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Crombie, W. (1985b). Process and relation in discourse and language learning. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 
Derewianka, B. (1990/[1994]). Exploring how texts work. Victoria, (Australia): Australian Print Group
Kehler, A. (2002). Coherence, reference and the theory of grammar. Stanford, U.S.: Centre for the 

Study of Language and Information. 
The Japan Times. Genki-Online. Retrieved from http://genki.japantimes.co.jp/index_en
Whaanga, J. P. (2006). Case roles/ relations and discourse relations: A Māori language-based 
perspective. Unpublished Ph.D., University of Waikato, Hamilton.

http://genki.japantimes.co.jp/index_en


Any Questions?
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