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WhaeaTuti vith fellow Life Member, Carof White at the 2012 AGM

In July § was fortunate to join a large throng who assembled 2t Manlaroa marae at Mokau 1o celebrate Whaea Fuli's
£0th binhday. The wharenui was packed for the powhiri and the wharekai was similarly packed for the hakari and
speeches.

From lhe speeches it was cbvious that Whaea Tuli has afso had 2 significant role in the work of language
restoration acress & wide area and with this language restoralion came restoration of mana for many whanau.
Speaker after speaker &t her bithday spoke of their appreciation of Whaea Futis pesitive Influence on thefr
whanau. Some also spuke of her direct way of speaking!

Tuti Aranui was elecled a Life Member of NZAC in 1992. At that tme thers ware very few Maori active in NZAG and
none who had the profile Tuli had. The Waikato members who nominated her vatued her Invitational leadership of
ron-Maori lowards partnership with Maori and her clear articulation of a Maori perspective in counseling

Whaea Tuti had trained at Waikato Univarsity In the mid 18803 to 1ake up a role as a Guidance Counselior al Pic
Pie Caltege in the King Ceuntry, She made it ciear to her lecturer, Fed Wadsworth, that the programma had offered
litlie of relavance 1o her in stural terms, Characteristically, sha then offered to facifilate annual maras noho for the
Waikato counseliing students. She mainfained this commitmant over more than two decades. 1 altendad the first of
these noho a5 a student in ihe programme and have clear memories of the impact {hat her leadership had for me.

At the 1993 AGM, Tuti asked for and received NZAG's support to establish en organizalion for Maori counseliors. ¢
became known as Te Whariki Tautoko. This group stil exists end is expanding to includa paople who follow
principles that are founded on Tikanga Maori.

| have worked with Tuti on planning committees for three NZAC conferances, While the Waikato NZAC branch
prides ilself on tha partnership batween branch end local Maoni at these conferences, #t was Whaea Tut who
opened tha door to that parinership work and invited us 1o share in her world. The first of these three conferences
was held at Papa o te Aroha marae in Tokoroa. The conference theme was chosen lo match the 150th anniversary
of the signing of the Trealy. Tull had a central role as conference facilitator.

Rosemary Barrett wrote:

“#y memory is of a woman who sat af the ieft of lhe doonvay of the wharenui wha seemed fo be abla fo call us
fogelher, focus us, move us onviards Wirough our conflicts, without apparen! effort and with respact for the marae
profocols.” (2001, P25}

The 1989 cenference was run In partnership with Te Whanki Tautoko, the organization Whaea Tuti had ca'led into
belng six years eadier. With the 2009 conference Whaea Tut: handed the practcal parinarship responsibilities {o
another generation of kaor counsellors and remained as thelr consullant

Whaea Tuli has also played significant roles within the Maor roopu of KZAC. Wilhin the fo0pu she helds one of the
Tumutumu rojes: she is one of the senior supports for Te Ahl Kaa. She was instrumental in establishing the role of
Te Ahi Kaa and the kawa around this, | feave it for members of the Roapy to wiite more of her conlribution there
The weekend Immediately following her 80th blthday celebrations, Whaea Tuti travelled to Welington for the NZAG
AGM because there was business on tha agenda tha she wanted to speak o,

Whasa Tuti has offsred much to NZAG both Jocally and nationally for over 25 years. For twenty years she has been
a very acliva Life Member.
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tn 1890 she offared this whakatauki for our conference, it seems eppropriate to close with it as it caplures much of

her philosophy.

“Nau le rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora te iwi”
'From my baskel and your basket flows the wellspring for us ali’

Aastair Crackel
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