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SHE: Mind your step! Piskarev reaches the fourth floor and knocks at a darked door only to be let into a room

by a scantily clad woman bearing a candle . Inside he finds three women in different corners of the room, one
playing cards, another sitting at a piano picking out a polonaise on the keyboard, and a third sitting before a
window combing her hair not paying the least attention to the stranger in their midst.The room is covered in d

ust, even the high quality furniture looks in disorder with cobwebs all over. Through an open door can be seen a
pair of boots with spurs and the red piping of an officers jacket. A male voice and a woman'’s laughter can be heard.



