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Presentation Notes
Kia ora and hello, greetings from New Zealand. It’s my pleasure to introduce you to the NZ Tree project. This is a story of collaboration between individuals and organisations to achieve a goal that celebrates trees. This project could not have been accomplished without many different people coming together and working as a team.



Mission to photograph an entire NZ tree

And share rich human & natural 
history through documentary

With inspiration from Nat Geo
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We wanted to photograph an entire NZ native tree, Share the story of the tree through a documentary outlining the natural history of the Pureora Forest and the people who have lived, worked and climbed there. Our inspiration was from the photography projects published in the National Geographic. National GeographicHighest-selling �issue since 1888



Celebrate New Zealand forests

Educate a broad audience

Engage all walks of life

Promote collaboration
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WhyCelebrate NZ forest trees and the communities they support;Educate a broad audience about the natural value of a forest, its trees and biodiversity;Engage a broad range of people with their amazing native forests and inspire enduring conservation efforts;Promote scientific, artistic and cultural forest exploration; andEstablish a simple methodology for tree portraits that could be replicated throughout New Zealand and the world.
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NZ forest is difficult to photograph.You may be able to get a good shot of the canopy from  distance but of course most of the tree was hidden by the sub canopy.The NZ Tree Project team set out to search for a tree to photograph so we headed for Pureora
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Pureora Forest is near the centre of NZs North Is. Less than 2 hours drive from the teams home base of Hamilton and only a short distance from NZs largest lake, Lake TaupoThe forest itself consists of about 78,000 hectares (over 192,000acres or 301 sq miles)Diverse range of broadleaf sub canopy species and emergent conifers from the Podocarpaceae family. Dominated primarily by totara (Podocarpus totara) and rimu (Dacrycarpus cupressinum)Forest uses include; hiking, mtn biking, hunting (introduced mammals). Some areas are also set aside for intense pest control to preserve native bird species.
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Blank  - you have all probably photographed trees and found that the result rarely conveys the beauty and stature that you were trying to showYou may have ended up with a shot similar to this rimu 	or this kauri
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Idea behind this slide: to move the talk from “what is the project” to the context of  NZ forestsWords for this slide:New Zealand rainforest is lush, evergreen and very dense. It is diverse and beautiful but a very hard setting for tree photography...We quickly discovered that we were looking for not necessarily the best tree in the forest but a nice tree with a tree directly adjacent that had fallen. And we needed suitable rigging trees for the camera rig.Before we go further I’ll quickly introduce the rest of the key members of the team
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Catherine Kirby research co-ordinator and epiphyte ecologist who works at the Uni of WaikatoThis was her “hair brained” idea. She did some tree climbing training with Wintec a few years back so she could complete her masters studies on Grisilinea epiphytesSteve and Jen from Australia. Jen Sanger is also an epiphyte ecologist, Her partner Steven Pearce is a professional adventure and landscape photographer. These two both have some formal tree climbing training and experience.When I was offered the opportunity to join the team I couldn’t say no as it was the kind of challenge that I hang out for.



• Team of climbers

• Two photographers

• Scientists

• Local Maori 
(indigenous peoples)
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For the project to be a success we needed many other helpers. Fortunately many people came forward to help voluntarily. Team of climbersTwo photographersScientistsLocal Maori (indigenous peoples)
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We were welcomed by DoC, and the tanga te whenua Local people. This was very important to have the support of the local community. They loved having us in their forest and genuinely embraced the outcomes that we were hoping to achieve. 
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To help with the set up we had a great team of climbers including  Wintec graduate James Kilpatrick and Anika Ha. Other local climbers came to help out at various times especially when we had media people visiting. It’s always helpful to have a second (or third) professional climber when hosting non-climbers aloft.The bare feet? It’s a bit of a kiwi thing. We often climb bare foot to help minimise damage to the canopy plants – the epiphytes.



How?

• Climbed & rigged many 40m+ trees

• Cable-cams installed both 
vertically & horizontally

• 29 days in the forest

• 100s of hours of video

• 120,000+ still images
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How?Climbed & rigged many 40m+ trees. Some of the trees in the forest are well over 50mCable-cams installed both vertically & horizontally29 days in the forest _ Steve was there for the entire time. I had to come and go attempting to hold my proper job and family together at the same time. 100s of hours of video120,000+ still imagesClose to 3 TB’s of digital information backed up on several hard drives.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A couple of shots of camera gear. This is not my area of expertise however I have learned a great deal about photography through this project and there were times when I was called to be the person pushing the button as it was obviously easier for me to gain a certain angle in a tree.This is one of our canon 5d Mk 3’s attached to a syrp genie. The genie is a very clever device that makes time-lapse simple and versatile. This is a simple tilt set up.
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Another set up for the genie.We could set this configuration up vertically as well. We did at least one uninterrupted 36m up and down a rimu for the doco.Another time we set this up horizontally between two emergent trees above the canopy for another unique perspective. Have a shot of this soon.
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As I said earlier the project brought local people together with the Department of Conservation. It was satisfying to help be a catalyst for some co-operation between the groups. There has historically been friction between the locals and the government organisation that is responsible for managing the forest.
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We had many visits from research scientists who had conducted ecological studies in the forest over the years. Studies are ongoing but more studies in the canopy ecosystem would be beneficial. You can hear from these scientist by watching the NZ Tree Project doco available through our web site.



Protest picture
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Other interesting visitors and interviewees were some of the original loggers from the late 40’s through to the 70’s.We also tracked down the group of protesters from 1978 that climbed and sat in the trees. These passionate people and their many supporters changed government policy and saved what is left of the forest.



Shot of climbing
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This is Mitchell our second camera man near the top of a 46m Kahikatea tree for filming. This is his first ever tree climb! He was remarkably fearless. He just focussed on his job of filming and didn’t seem to think about anything else.The pressure was on me this day. I had to set Mitchell up, climb up with him, set him in a safe and secure spot then go back down and re-climb as if I was on may way up for the first time then do it all again. But hey I’ve had far worse jobs!
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Time for some shots of the canopy plants or epiphytes. In this shot alone there are mosses, ferns, grasses and orchids.
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This is the vertical cable cam at about 35m. It took more than three days to set up and tension with two climbers and two more volunteers on the ground – there’s a lot of things to get tangled up. It took at least another three days to wait for the weather to be suitable for running the cameras.
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Catherine Kirby surveying the epiphyte population.There are at least 29 species of flowering plants growing as epiphytes in this small part of the forest.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Evening and morning light were the ideal for our part of the forest. The middle of the day wasn’t so good as we shooting into the sun (facing north in the southern hemisphere).This did mean early mornings. 
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We finished the main shoot in May 2015. Steve then had a few months to edit a documentary and create the composite still image.
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With much hard work it all came together for the launch in December last year. The premiere of the doco had close to 200 guests…
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We produced a timeline of the life of our tree estimated to be between 700 and 800 years. Some trees in Pureora forest are more than twice this age. This means that many of the ancient trees of NZ were growing happily before any humans had set foot in NZ. Centre in the group photo is Stephen King the leader of the protest group that saved the forest back in ‘78.



• RAMP Gallery, Wintec

• Waikato Show

• Hamilton Gardens Arts Festival

• Gus Fisher Gallery

• Pataka Art + Museum

• Waikato Museum
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This is the exhibitions we have had so far.With more booked for later this year and up to the end of 2017A special mention here to Wintec (my employer) without whose help my involvement would have been next to impossible. They have also been fully supportive of my visit to speak here today.
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Steve Pearce and myself at the exhibition Wintec Ramp Gallery.
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This is our subject tree from the normal angle
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This is a reproduction of our final portrait. Unfortunately I couldn’t fit the 4m (13 foot) printed image in my backpack. 
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Here is a short snippet from the doco. Voice of Stephen King 1978 protest leader.






www.nztreeproject.com
Find us on facebook

Andrew.Harrison@wintec.ac.nz
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You can follow us on facebook.View documentary on the web site. You can also find our store online.If you would like to contact me please do.



Thanks to our sponsors

Photo credits: National Geographic, S. Pearce, C. Kirby, Google, maoripakeha.co.nz
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And finally we must thank our production sponsors for without them this project wouldn’t have happened.Thanks also to you the audience and to ISA for the invitation to speak.Questions if time?
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