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W
e A

lready H
alf D

ress for the W
ar

M
y cam

m
o clothing fits m

e
in shapeless splendour,
I w

ear oversize to disguise m
y figure,

to obfuscate, to hide, to bulk up,
to cover m

y peacock colours
to sadly drab dow

n and

m
y patterns are m

ade for far-aw
ay conflicts,

fought in foreign inhospitable regions by
foreign m

ilitary and corporate m
asters.

I blend into the deserts of K
uw

ait or Iraq or
A

fghanistan or the jungles of V
ietnam

 and
C

olum
bia or the frozen w

astes of the A
rctic,

m
y green nato jacket, fur hooded,

is ubiquitous in this urban environm
ent and

I am
 already half-dressed for w

ar and
casting about for the m

ost appropriate
place to fit in and

I am
 already half-dressed for w

ar,
thanks, half-dressed for conflict,
ready to com

pete and do battle and

w
e are legions and subsets and 

socio-econom
ic tax brackets…

and w
e present as an arm

y of m
isfits,

untrained and ragtaggle,
m

em
orable for our ability to disappear,

to m
ove like fish in the oceans and seas,

invisible from
 certain angles,

schooling for protective and
collective
security. 
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U
S taxpayers unnecessarily spent 

$28m
 on uniform

s for the A
fghan 

N
ational A

rm
y, according to the 

U
S inspector general tasked w

ith 
overseeing the w

ar.

In a scathing report, John Sopko 
said that offi

cials bought “forest” 
pattern uniform

s, despite the 
country’s landscape being only 
2

.1%
 w

ooded.

The decision w
as “not based 

on  an evaluation of its 
appropriateness for the A

fghan 
environm

ent”, he w
rote.

A
 form

er A
fghan defence m

inister 
chose the pattern in 2007, he says.

In the 17-page report, M
r Sopko 

w
rites that M

inister A
bdul R

ahim
 

W
ardak chose the privately 

ow
ned pattern over a cheaper 

pattern that the U
S m

ilitary 
already ow

ned.

U
S offi

cials, w
ho had been 

searching for patterns online 
w

ith  M
r W

ardak, authorised the 
purchase because he “liked w

hat 
he saw

”, they w
rote at the tim

e.

“M
y concern is w

hat if the 
m

inister of defence liked purple, 
or liked pink?” M

r Sopko told 
U

SA
 Today in an interview

.

“A
re w

e going to buy pink 
uniform

s for soldiers and not ask 
questions? That’s insane. This is 
just sim

ply stupid on its face.

“W
e w

asted $28 m
illion of tax -

payers ’ m
oney in the nam

e 
of  fashion, because the defence 
m

inister thought that that 
pattern w

as pretty.”

For years, M
r Sopko’s offi

ce 
has criticised the Pentagon for 
w

astefulness during the U
nited 

States’ longest w
ar.

In January, he told a think 
tank in W

ashington there w
as 

evidence that Taliban leaders 
had instructed com

m
anders to 

purchase U
S fuel, am

m
unition 

and w
eapons from

 A
fghan 

soldiers, because it is cheaper.

Senator C
huck G

rassley called 
the uniform

 decision “em
barrassing 

and an affront to U
S taxpayers”.

“Those w
ho w

asted m
oney on 

the  w
rong cam

ouflage uniform
s 

seem
 to have lost sight of their 

com
m

on sense,” the R
epublican 

senator added.

The Pentagon is currently 
considering raising the level of 
U

S troops in A
fghanistan, w

ith a 
form

al announcem
ent expected 

this w
eek.

Pentagon ‘w
asted $28m

’ on A
fghan cam

ouflaged uniform
s



Im
age C

redits

6R
. 

W
e A

lready H
alf D

ress for the W
ar. C

ourtesy of D
avid M

erritt 

7L.  
ATTP 3-34.39 (FM

 20-3)/M
C

R
P 3-17.6A

 / A
ppendix C

-2

10R
. C

arhartt, C
am

o M
orass pattern 

11L. 
D

um
m

y tanks, m
ounted on trucks, going to the forw

ard areas in the W
estern D

esert, 13 February 1942. R
etrieved from

: http://m
edia.iw

m
.org.uk/ciim

5/46/653/large_000000.jpg

12R
.  m

_purdom
_20141215_0063 g_s.psd

13L. 
m

_purdom
_20111030_0022 g_s.psd

16R
. A

ntenna tow
er in the form

 of a tree. R
etrieved from

: https://patentscope.w
ipo.int/search/docservicepdf_pct/09006361800069ef/PA

M
PH

/W
O

1998049744.pdf?psA
uth=0G

H
M

qU
ZU

oiq3uO
c_taG

lusaZ5PG
LgIC

4M
R

X
-k4dx4k8

17L. 
A

pproaching the fow
l w

ith stalking-horse. R
obertson, H

. R
. (1875). Life on the U

pper Tham
es. Im

age extracted from
 page 215. O

riginal held and digitised by the B
ritish Library 

18R
. ATTP 3-34.39 (FM

 20-3)/M
C

R
P 3-17.6A

 / A
ppendix E-1

19L.  
ATTP 3-34.39 (FM

 20-3)/M
C

R
P 3-17.6A

 / Intentionally set in Tim
es N

ew
 R

om
an 

22R
. Stealth cam

. R
etrieved from

: http://heartlandoutdoors.com
/heartland/story/tales_from

_the_tim
ber_fogle_buck/

23L. 
W

e A
lready H

alf D
ress for the W

ar …
 continued. C

ourtesy of D
avid M

erritt 

25_26. Pentagon ‘w
asted $28m

’ on A
fghan cam

ouflaged uniform
s. R

etrieved from
: http://w

w
w

.bbc.com
/new

s/w
orld-us-canada-40350047

Photographs: ©
 M

ark Purdom
D

esign: areadesign.co.nz

m
arkpurdom

.com
ram

pgallery.co.nz

Published in 2017  
by R

am
p Press

W
ith the support of W

intec 
School of M

edia A
rts

Private B
ag 3036

W
aikato M

ail C
entre

H
am

ilton 3240
N

ew
 Zealand

ISB
N

 978-1-877510-10-6

This publication is copyright. Except for the purposes of fair review
, private study, or research no part m

ay be stored or transm
itted in any form

 or by 
any m

eans, electronic or m
echanical, including recording or storage in any inform

ation retrieval system
, w

ithout perm
ission in w

riting from
 the publishers. 




