


Etymology of the 
word Anthropocene

• The word is descended from the Greek -
Anthropos meaning human and cene, 
which originated from the Greek word 
kainos meaning recent or new ….so the 
Anthropocene  is the new epoch of 
humans 
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From a January 2015 Science article, “Planetary Boundaries” by 18 
international experts led by Will Steffen. Researchers find 4 of 9 
planetary boundaries have been crossed: climate change, loss of 
biosphere integrity, land-system change, altered biogeochemical cycles 
(phosphorus and nitrogen).
CREDIT: Steffen et al, Science 2015. Design: Globaïa.
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Humans have influenced Earth's history for thousands of years, though some scientists count changes of the last two centuries
as especially notable.
(Left to right) Universal History Archive/UIG via Getty Images; Hulton Archive/Getty Images; Liszt Collection/Heritage 
Images/Getty Images; Joint Task Force One/AP







Rivers, Rights and Revolution: Learning from the Māori, 2017







Alexis Rockman, Manifest Destiny, 2004, oil and acrylic on wood, Smithsonian American Art Museum





Jason deCaires Taylor  - underwater coral reef sculpture



Jason deCaires Taylor – underwater coral reef sculpture



Fabrice Monteiro, Untitled 2, 2014, Archival digital print



Fabrice Monteiro, Untitled 1, 2014, Archival digital print



Graeme Atkins, Alex Monteith, Natalie Robertson, with work by Kahurangiariki Smith and Aroha 
Yates-SmithTe rerenga pōuri o nga parawhenua ki Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa, 2019 (install view)



Graeme Atkins, Alex Monteith, Natalie Robertson, with work by Kahurangiariki Smith and Aroha Yates-SmithTe rerenga o Waiorongomai ki uta, ki Waiapu ki tai—
The journey of Waiorongomai inland to Waiapu at the coast, 2019 (install view)
four-channel video projection



Tuan Andrew Nguyen The Island, 2017 (film still) 5.1 surround sound; 42 min



Swamp and Pipeline, Geismar, Louisiana 1998 from "Revisiting the South: Richard Misrach’s Cancer Alley"



Edward Morris and Sussanah Sayler Canary project https://sayler-morris.com



On Air:  Tomas Saraceno
2019, Palais de Tokyo



On Air:  Tomas Saraceno
2019, Palais de Tokyo, Paris



Tomás Saraceno, ‘ON AIR’ solo exhibition at Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2019





Elizabeth Peyton, Greta Thunberg, 2019







The End
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