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CONVERSATION BETWEEN SOPRANO AND THEREMIN
An Audio/Visual Synaesthetic work by David Sidwell:and John Mandelberg

In 2007 film-maker.John"Mandelberg®and composer,\David Sjdwellitravelled|to Moscow and Kazan and
metwith keysinternational champBns, of8yaesthetic-art, as ampart.of.a researchproject.on.Synaesthesias
There they met with Bulat Galeyev & Irina Vanechkina at Prometheus Institute; Kazan; Sergei Zorinat
The Optical Theatre; Moscow;; Stanislaw:Kreichi, Pioneer synthesizer.composer:and performer; Andrei
Smirnoy; Director-ofithe Theremin Institute; University ofiMoscow; The Museum ofiA.N.Scriabinand the
Glinka MusicallInstrument Museum. We decumented our visit and interviews using|video footage and
photographs. This visual archive hasibecome the basis of the visuallpart of the work.

This project develops ideas andinterests surrounding) the study of:synaesthesiaiand Light Music: by,
Professor-Bulat Galeyey: (Director) at The Promethieus ResearchiInstitute of Experimental Aesthetics at
Kazan State Technologicall University: IniMoscow; the: Theremin Centre continuesthe work ofiLev.
Theremin's development of electroacoustic instriuments gesturallperformance.

‘Conversations' also builds on previous study.inicomposition fromiai20th century Western European Art
Music perspective. The compositional practice is influenced by the music of; Scriabin; Martinu, Perey.
Grainger-and Messian: As a\younger composer: David Sidwellwas: drawn teithe: pianoiworks ofiBartok,
Rachmaninoy; Prokefiey, Martinuiand injparticular; A:N: Scriabin, and subseguently became interested/in
hiserchestral piecesin particular; Prometheus: Poem of Fire; Opus60)(1910). Scriabin's association
between visual colour-and tonal colourin his“Premetheus” continuesitoibe groundbreakinginiits
theoretical foundations.

The project contributesto existing|study and/investigationinto  Light-Music composition andlinstallation
works through the fusion of old and current stylesiand genres ofimusic andlexperimentallcinema. Davidis
musicallcomposition for; chamber: piece has unusual instrumentation;and divers musical styles,
incorporating; Theremin (electroniciinstrument); vocalise, Russian Orthodox Liturgy; Muslim calllteiprayer;
and contemporary musical forms.

The Premiere live performance ofithe work by Composer, David Sidwellltook place at The Atrium),
WINTEC HOUSE, Waikatonstitute ofiTechnology; Hamilton, New:Zealand

on Thursday 18th August 2011 at 7pm.

The performance features: LydiaiKavina — THEREMIN,Pamela Wallace' = SOPRANG,

Alexandra Wiltshire - PIANO, Tim|Carpenter— CELLO! & Debbie Nisbet = SYNTHESIZER

Accompanied by:a visual projection with audio by John Mandelberg, Eilmmaker:
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