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From the Chair

Developments this year presage some major
changes in Riverlea with the construction of a new
Waikato River crossing, housing development at
Peacocke and planning for the Te Awa River Ride
through Hammond Park. RESI has actively engaged
on these issues in a bid to ensure any ecological
damage is minimised and mitigated. In our next
newsletter we will expand on how these
developments will impact our suburb and seek
donations to cover the costs involved. In the
meantime we are taking a short break. We thank all
our friends, helpers, and volunteers for your
continued and hugely appreciated support
throughout the year, and wish everybody a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year! Allan Pearson

Amberfield Development at Peacockes

Since our last update, RESI has put an enormous
amount of time and money into submitting to the
Hamilton City Council (HCC) resource consent
hearing for this proposal. We were assisted by
Professor Bruce Clarkson (ecologist), Dr Rebecca
Stirnemann (bat ecologist), Phil Lang (barrister) and
Kirsty Graveling (planner).

On 1 November, the panel of Commissioners issued
two resource consents to Weston Lea Ltd (the
developer). They include multiple conditions to
protect indigenocus flora and fauna, especially the
long-tailed bat, many of which we worked hard to
achieve — not least the substantial reserve which will
be created on the riverbank opposite Hammond
Park and strict limits on lighting. The full document
can be viewed at www.hcc.govt.nz/amberfield (the
last item); consent conditions 75-150 and 163 are of
particular interest.

Both the developer and the Director General of
Conservation have since appealed the decision to
the Environment Court. RESI is considering its
position to be a party to the Court hearing.
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Morepork Time in Hammond Park!
This time last year was when moreporks (ruru) were
most outspoken in Hammond Park. We know this
due to automatic hourly ruru recordings that are
being captured in Hammond Park (see graph). This is
part of ‘The Cacophony Project’ which is developing
technologies to:

® Lure invasive predators with sound and light

® Observe predators using a thermal camera

Identify predators
automatically using
machine learning
algorithms

identified
predators

Monitor bird song
over time to
measure the impact. Photo: Lindsay Cumberpatch
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Hammond Park has been the main testing location
for developing the ‘Bird Monitor’ which is basically a
solar-powered mobile phone app and microphone
that uploads audio recordings to the ‘cloud’.
Machine learning, a sub-type of artificial
intelligence, is being developed to automatically
count bird calls (not just morepork) to create a
‘cacophony index’ across New Zealand. Find out
more at cacophony.org.nz or email Dr Tim Hunt:
tim.hunt@wintec.ac.nz
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